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Immunisation Update for GPs and Practice Nurses

Introducing the Sunshine Coast Public Health Community Immunisation Specialist Service (KISS)

At recent community outreach activities we had an overwhelming response regarding the need for a local immunisation hesitancy service to support the Sunshine Coast community. We are pleased to announce that The Sunshine Coast Public Health Unit (SCPHU) will be running a pilot project by providing a community immunisation specialist service (KISS) that is aimed at discussing and educating immunisation-hesitant parents and clients of all ages. KISS aims to not only deal with vaccine hesitancy on the individual level, but to also better understand vaccination hesitancy amongst the Sunshine Coast community, and provide important feedback and education to the general practice community on our experiences. 

The KISS service will:

· Require a completed referral form (all sections) from the referring practice or service. This form requires some of the client’s demographic, social, and vaccine behaviour information. 
· Please ensure that the client has consented to engaging with the KISS service 
· Contact referred clients and offer consultation either in person or over the telephone (based on client preference) 
· Maintain communication with the client’s GP to ensure continuity of care 
The KISS service will not (at this time):

· Be providing immunisation; the client will be referred back to their usual General Practice. 
· Charge clients or billing Medicare for the service, given that this is a pilot project. 
· Provide consultation to people who have strong, un-modifiable anti-vaccination beliefs. 
· Provide consultation for severe adverse events following vaccination, these clients will still require referral to the Lady Cilento Children’s Hospital Specialist Immunisation Service. 

Consultation will be held either by phone or in person at the Sunshine Coast Public Health Unit, 1st floor, 60 Wises Road, Buderim. We have free parking for clients and parents. Please refer a client / parent by emailing the attached referral form with the subject ‘KISS referral’ to SCPHU@health.qld.gov.au.


If there are any questions about the service or the referral processes please contact the Sunshine Coast Public Health Unit on (07) 5409-6600.






	
Sunshine Coast Public Health Community Immunisation Specialist Service K

Referral Form

Client name:				                                  		DOB: 

Country of Birth: 	                                              			Ethnicity:

Primary Parent / Carer:    		                      			DOB:                   

Parent/ Carer education: Year 12 or less / TAFE / University  

Country of Birth:                      	               Ethnicity:	                            # of kids:                   

Home address:	

No Jab No Pay/ Tax benefits?  Y/N

Referring General Practitioner:

Practice Name and Phone number: 


Please complete the information below: 

Rating of concern /hesitancy: 	

(pro-vaccine) 0……1……2……3……4……5……6……7……8……9……10 (anti-vaccine)


Key reasons for concern / hesitancy:



Key sources of information informing concern / hesitancy (circle all that apply):
Media / Social Media / Internet / Friends & family/ Personal experience / 
Other:

Complex medical issues with client or parent: 


Other relevant issues KISS should be aware of regarding this client: 





Please complete this form and email with the subject ‘KISS referral’ to SCPHU@health.qld.gov.au.
Any concerns please contact the unit at 5409-6600. 
	New Health Worker requirements for vaccine preventable diseases in Queensland


· Queensland Health has issued an employment directive that requires prospective workers, contractors, students and volunteers whose role could allow acquisition and/or transmission of vaccine preventable diseases (VPDs), to provide proof of vaccination or evidence of immunity to specified VPDs as a condition of employment/engagement in Queensland Health facilities. 

In the Sunshine Coast Health and Hospital Service, the employment directive will be implemented as follows.  The Line manager for the area will determine what evidence of immunity or vaccination the individual requires and will provide them with Form A: Risk Role Checklist for Vaccine Preventable Diseases and Form B: Health Care Provider Certification form for Vaccine Preventable Diseases. The GP/Vaccine service provider will need to complete Form B where required. Students will be advised of their requirements for proof of vaccination or evidence of immunity by their university. 

While existing Queensland Health staff are encouraged to be appropriately vaccinated, they are not subject to the new conditions unless they are moving into a new role, or from one Hospital and Health Service to another.  

Tips
It may be more efficient to provide vaccination rather than undertake serology
The Public Health Unit does not recommend vaccination of pregnant women with Adacel® (dTpa) earlier than the third trimester. 
Hepatitis B vaccination: 
Requires serology results as well as vaccination
Accelerated schedules for Hepatitis B vaccination won’t be accepted. However if time frames are short, evidence of a partial course of Hepatitis B vaccination (2 doses, given at least one month apart) with timely follow-up for dose 3 to complete the course is acceptable.
The Australian Immunisation Handbook (AIH) 10th ed has recommendations for non-responders to primary hepatitis B vaccination  pp226-227 , serological testing p 225 and booster doses p224
MMRV (Priorix-Tetra or ProQuad) is not registered for use in those aged  ≥14 years

If clinical concerns arise regarding the recommendations the individual needs to contact their line manager who will assess the risk and provide further advice where required.

Funding
Up to two doses of the Measles/Mumps/Rubella vaccine (MMR) are funded for anyone born after 1965 who does not have a record of receiving two doses. Use either Priorix® or MMR-II® from your current funded supply.
All other vaccines are not funded by Queensland Health and need to be paid for by the individual.
 
Accessing Individual Vaccination Records 
The ACIR and VIVAS databases commenced in 1996.
ACIR (National database) historical  vaccination records can be accessed by the patient  through the 
myGov website  www.my.gov.au  and proceed to Medicare on line account
VIVAS (State database) have childhood and school immunisation records for those vaccinated in QLD. 
Only the GP/vaccine service provider can request VIVAS records from the Public Health Unit.
Personal Health Record Book (or pink/blue baby book for older individuals) 
People can request vaccination records from the country where they were vaccinated if needed.
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